January 4, 2007

To:
ECMB

From:
ECMB Evaluation Committee

RE:
Evaluation Committee Report
As is typical in December, activities centered on completing 2006 projects and initiating projects for 2007.

 Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in December:

Coincident Load Factor Study

RLW Analytics is the contractor on this study to coincidence factors by end-use for commercial and residential sectors.  ISO issues and many discussions concerning the weighting of building types in the analysis, delayed progress.   The contractor and the ECMB consultants have now agreed to a more representative weighting scheme.  A final report was submitted December 27.  The report should be in shape for filing shortly. 

PRIME

ERS submitted a revised report on November 14.  After a final round of corrections, the report was accepted for filing on December 13.

Wrap & UI Helps

NMR is conducting this process evaluation of the WRAP and UI Helps programs.  NMR presented their results to the Board and to other interested persons in conjunction with the November 15 Board meeting.  The additional comments received have been incorporated in a revised report.  That report was submitted on December 18th and accepted for filing. 

Standard Practice in C&I New Construction

The ECMB consultants and representatives from the CL&P and UI have worked to put together a RFP concerning standard practice for energy features in new construction and major renovation. These issues are important because experience with the Energy Conscious Blueprint (ECB) program and evaluation research by ERS published in November of 2005 strongly suggest that a significant portion of new construction/major renovations projects have not complied with Connecticut’s new building code.  During this same time period, the ECB program has raised program qualification standards to better match incentives with efficiency beyond code requirements. In accurate assumptions about standard practice could result in underestimates of the effects of the program.

The RFP went out to bid on December 15.  Proposals are due January 25 with contractor selection soon thereafter.

