May 2, 2006

To: 
ECMB

From:
ECMB Evaluation Committee

RE:
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Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in April:

Coincident Load Factor Study

RLW Analytics is currently analyzing their large database that features hourly loads representing all seasons of the year for many of the end-use applications for which coincidence factors are desired. 

eeSmarts

Nexus Market Research provided what should be a final report for this program evaluation on April 28.  That report indicates that the program should continue, during which time substantial redesign should be considered to better meet the needs of educators and affect energy consumption in the future. 

Municipal Program

The impact evaluation by RLW Analytics kicked off on January 31.  At the request of all the parties, RLW developed a work plan based on a larger sample size than had been anticipated during the bid process. That larger sample size is needed in order to get results by measure type and by utility.  The study is scheduled for completion in July.

PRIME

ERS submitted a revised report in mid-April.  The various parties have reviewed that document and found that another revision will be required.  At this time, ERS is suggesting that some changes be made to NU’s algorithm for estimating savings. 

Retro-Commissioning (RxC)

RLW is conducting the process and impact evaluation of this program. They provided an interim report to provide direction while we await the completion of all projects.  A meeting was held on April 12 with all interested parties to review that report and discuss other findings.  In particular, the group examined building and firmographic characteristics that lead to more successful projects.  There remain just a few more interviews to be completed as well as some final impact work.  A draft final report will be completed before the next review meeting, scheduled in mid-June.

Wrap & UI Helps

Although the contract for this project was awarded just before the end of 2005, few results are yet available due primarily to the complex planning process required. After initial delays, however, the project is on track.  NMR is analyzing tracking data from the utilities and Census data to characterize what low-income groups are participating often and which do not appear to be.  That analysis is ongoing.  Several surveys/interviews are in the field, with additional starting soon.   

