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To:
ECMB

From:
Kim Oswald on Behalf of the ECMB Evaluation Committee

Date: 
May 2, 2007
RE:
Evaluation Committee Report
Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in April:

Evaluation Planning

As with March, April was largely spent planning evaluation activities for 2007 and 2008.  A Table outlining our current thinking of evaluation needs is attached to this document.  Studies cut from the filed, “2007 Evaluation Plan” are indicated by a blue background; those on hold are in yellow.

O&M Services Program 

Nexant Consulting is the contractor for the Impact and Persistence evaluation of the O&M Services Program. After many delays, the report was completed and released for filing on April 12th.  Copies of the Executive Summary were provided to all members of the Board.  The full report is available to anyone interested.

Standard Practice in C&I Design

The technical consultants met into redefine this study on April 10th.  We determined that the most important aspects of new construction to understand surround issues of how decisions are made concerning energy efficiency.  The premise is that, for programs to have greater impact and broader participation, information is needed on how to intervene in the design process.  The RFP focuses on the architects, designers, and suppliers who are important players in the design process to determine: (1) when in the design process efficiency decisions are made (2) what players are most involved in the decisions (3) how the utilities can support efforts to increase efficiency.  The RFP was released April 1st.

Ductless Heat Pumps

An impact and market evaluation of the Ductless Heat Pump Pilot Program was initiated in April.  This study will examine demand and energy savings of these heat pumps relative to both other electric heating systems and room air conditioners.  In addition, the study will examine customer perspectives on the desirability of these units.  The draft is undergoing final review and will be released for bid next week.   

Regional Studies

A regional Evaluation Working Group is now examining possibilities for co-funding several studies. After initiating changes to the scope of the planned study, the ECMB technical consultants have decided to participate in a study of the persistence of CFLs placed under direct install programs.  Other studies appear promising, such as examinations of peak effects of residential central air conditioners and prescriptive commercial HVAC measures.  The attached table indicates possible New England –wide studies with the word ‘regional’ in boldface.

