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To:
ECMB

From:
Kim Oswald, on Behalf of the ECMB Evaluation Committee

Date: 
June 5, 2007

RE:
Evaluation Committee Report
Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in May:

Standard Practice in C&I Design RFP

A meeting of the technical consultants determined that the most important information needed concerning new construction surrounds issues of how decisions are made concerning energy efficiency.  The premise is that, for programs to have greater impact and broader participation, information is needed on how to intervene in the design process.  The RFP focuses on the architects, designers, and suppliers who are important players in the design process to determine: (1) when in the design process efficiency decisions are made (2) what players are most involved in the decisions (3) how the utilities can support efforts to increase efficiency.  The RFP was released May 1st.  Responses were received on May 24th.  Selection will be completed soon.

Ductless Heat Pumps

An impact and market evaluation of the Ductless Heat Pump Pilot Program was initiated in April.  This study will examine demand and energy savings of these heat pumps relative to both other electric heating systems and room air conditioners.  In addition, the study will examine customer perspectives on the desirability of these units.  The RFP was released to CP&L on May 5th; however, due to a personnel change, the RFP did not go out until May 21st with a due date of June 1st.  No proposals were submitted.  We are now trying to determine our next steps.  In all likelihood, the study will be re-released towards the end of the year, with most of the funding expended in ‘08.

Residential Lighting Persistence - Regional

A regional Evaluation Working Group is now conducting a study of the persistence of CFLs placed under direct install programs.  Nexus Market Research is conducting the study. The CT utilities are gathering the data needed for the study to begin.

Demand and Energy Savings in Residential Lighting

Since most lighting going into homes both now and in the future is purchased through markdown programs at point of purchase, it is especially difficult to determine (1) who is buying (2) what products (3) installing them in what sockets, if any, and (4) using them for how many hours per day.  This study will develop a sample and develop means for the program managers and/or evaluators to continue developing samples.  Then the study will determine energy savings and coincident demand savings for the lighting installed.  This has been initiated as a CT project, but we expect that other utilities in the region will want to join the study, allowing us a richer data set per dollar expended.  A draft RFP has now been written and distributed to the regional Evaluation Working Group members.

