October 2, 2006

To:
ECMB

From:
ECMB Evaluation Committee

RE:
Evaluation Committee Report
Progress on the following program evaluations has been achieved in September:

Coincident Load Factor Study

RLW Analytics is the contractor on this study to coincidence factors by end-use for commercial and residential sectors.  An interim draft report was submitted May 30.  There continues to be discussion concerning the weighting of building types in the analysis.  The contractor is determining a more representative weighting scheme and will report back in early October.

Municipal Program

RLW is the contractor on this impact evaluation of the Municipal Program. The program evaluation used comprehensive file reviews on the sampled population of 2004 and 2005 program participants in both CL&P’s and WMECO’s service territories, coupled with on-site engineering assessments at each sampled project to estimate savings by service territory and building type. The firm submitted a draft final report on August 25.  The completed report was approved as final on September 12.

O&M Impact and Persistence Study

Nexant and NMR are conducting this impact evaluation and persistence study.  The project has been delayed due to factors such as difficulties in gaining access to customer facilities and disqualification of facilities for reasons such as business failure.  While not all planned facility inspections have been completed, Nexant now has a sufficient number to conduct analysis while continuing to attempt to reach additional sites.  Nexant reports that they will produce a draft final report by October 18.  

PRIME

ERS submitted a revised report in mid-April.  The review and revision process is continuing with study completion pending a number of changes.  The project manager on this project has left ERS, which has delayed completion of the report.  The final report is likely during October.

Retro-Commissioning (RxC)

RLW is conducting the process and impact evaluations of this program pilot.  A revised draft process evaluation report was provided for review on July 18 and a modified version on July 24.  A draft impact evaluation report was submitted for review on September 9.  It includes information on each of the individual project sites (with identities masked) and a composite benefit cost ratio across these 5 project sites.  When the impact review is completed, a report on both process and impact evaluations will be provided.  

School Lighting Baseline Study

RLW is conducting this baseline evaluation to determine school lighting use profiles.  These profiles can be used to determine the likely savings from occupancy sensors in any given location within the schools.  The completed report was approved as final on September 12.

Wrap & UI Helps

NMR is conducting this process evaluation of the WRAP and UI Helps programs.  The process evaluation report was submitted September 14.  An additional report that outlines options and issues to consider in making programmatic changes was submitted to the evaluation team on September 29.  Review is underway with the expectation of a final report by mid-November.  NMR will present their results for the Board in conjunction with the November 15 meeting.  

Standard Practice in C&I New Construction

The ECMB consultants and representatives from the CL&P and UI are beginning to put together a RFP to standard practice for energy features in new construction and major renovation. Experience with the Energy Conscious Blueprint (ECB) program and 2006 and evaluation research by ERS published in November of 2005 strongly suggest that a significant portion of new construction/major renovations projects have not complied with Connecticut’s new building code.  During this same time period, the ECB program has raised program qualification standards to better match incentives with efficiency beyond code requirements.

If current building practice does not comply with code, the effects of the new ECB standards will be understated.  Alternatively, should current building practice exceed codes contrary to expectation, it might suggest further increases in program requirements.

