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Meeting Minutes 
 Energy Conservation Management Board 

September 9, 2009.

DPUC of Public Utility Control

10 Franklin Sq.      New Britain, CT 06051

ECMB Attendees:  Chair- Jeff Gaudiosi; Vice-Chair Rich Steeves; Ron Araujo; Roger Koontz; Pat McDonnell; Kevin Hennessy; Dick DesRoches; Rick Rodrigue; Shirley Bergert; Dale Williams; Joe Crocco.

 .

Not in Attendance: Neil Beup; Mike Wertheimer; Prof. Alex Sommers.

Other Attendees: Jeff Schlegel; Glenn Reed; Bill Leahy; Cindy Jacobs; Les Tumidaj and Kim Oswald by speakerphone; Joel Gordes.

1. Process

Agenda and Minutes. Jeff Gaudiosi called the meeting to order at 1:07 PM and noted the agenda would be amended to add an item on the CT Science Center under Marketing. The minutes were reviewed and on a motion by Rich Steeves and a second by Ron Araujo were approved unanimously with Joe Crocco abstaining.

Public Comment. Tom Long, Program Manager of The Workplace addressed the group on his program to help mortgagors  keep their homes by improving their earning potential. He described the regional workforce set up in response to the mortgage crisis to provide job training in order to soften the effect of loan defaults complicated by job losses. They seek to aid people by connecting these borrowers to job opportunities and also to lower the cost of homeownership through use of programs such as those offering energy conservation services. They have been in operation for nine months and have provided career coaching to 722 people of which 48% are employed. They are working with such organizations as the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority, Connecticut Department of Banking, HUD, United Way and others. They are looking at careers in the energy field as one potential route to employment for those affected. Dale Williams inquired on the number of people that have contacted them. Tom Long responded there have been 2,700 referrals. Pat McDonnell suggested his group participate in the Residential Committee meetings chaired by Shirley Bergert. Chairman Gaudiosi said the Board would be pleased to work with his organization. (His full presentation is at http://www.box.net/shared/7lp3enxyll )

2. Outreach & Marketing. 

Outreach, Marketing and Other. Jeff Gaudiosi noted the list of events in the Board packet. Ron Araujo went through several high visibility events including the September 18th Hartford Business Journal Energy Summit and the upcoming "What's the Deal" conference sponsored by the Connecticut Power and Energy Society and the Connecticut Business and Industry Association. Pat McDonnell noted they are working with people in Bridgeport on the Discover Green Expo (September 23-26th) and distributed a handout describing the event. It was also noted they are active in specialty bulb promotions. Cindy Jacobs said that an energy efficiency lighting fair had been run for three years in her town and the sales had decreased in each of the years. She inquired whether the lighting fair was still an effective means to increase market acceptance of CFLs. The Companies responded that the lighting fairs are still meeting with success at other locations.



Connecticut Science Center. Jeff Gaudiosi noted Rebecca Meyer of CL&P and Beth Piggush of CT Clean Energy Fund (CCEF) had conducted a walkthrough of the energy exhibit at the Science Center and prepared a list of still-outstanding issues that need to be addressed before the final payment is made. (See document at  http://www.box.net/shared/assn8rirft and CSC internal correspondence at http://www.box.net/shared/n01my9a58s ) Chairman Gaudiosi recently met with Matthew Fleury, the Director of the Science Center and it was noted CEEF still owes $200,000 for the exhibit and an additional $200,000 from CCEF that is contingent upon that payment. Mr. Fleury related that 90% of the outstanding issues are more of an aesthetic or stylistic nature and should not be grounds to hold up the payments and requested the funding be released as soon as possible. Some of the issues pertain to the video content which Mr. Fleury said had been agreed to earlier and to re-shoot them would be cost prohibitive. There was also an issue of the exhibit having less video displays than originally specified which they hope to address at a later time but do not have funding to cover this currently. In the meantime they will run all three videos on one display in sequence rather than on three video displays simultaneously. Shirley Bergert said she thought it was important to revisit any contractual agreements made since they might have specified there being three screens.  She noted it was identified as EL-17 in the punch sheet. Further discussion ensued on this issue and Ron Araujo said he would find the appropriate documents and check on the contractual language. He went on to suggest the Board might release half of the funds immediately with the release of the remaining funds contingent upon completion of the exhibit. Jeff Gaudiosi said he would be in agreement on this suggestion if the CCEF would also agree. Shirley Bergert made a motion to release $100,000 immediately with the rest to come upon completion. This was seconded by Ron Araujo who said such an arrangement is consistent with some C&I projects. Some further discussion took place followed by a unanimous vote on the motion. It was also requested that the screen issue be revisited in the next ECMB meeting to determine the amount of funding required.

3. 2008-2009 Planning for Future Activities.
State Legislative Update. Jeff Gaudiosi reported the state has finally passed a budget and there is no definitive word on the flow of funding from the federal stimulus package.

Institute for Sustainable Energy Quarterly Report. Bill Leahy reported the www.CTEnergy.Info.com website has attracted 8,000 unique visitors on average each month with over 9,000 for August. He said they also intend to increase the CEEF presents on the homepage and their call center at 1-877-WISE-USE is now responding to other energy- related issues in addition to the CEEF programs on the hotline. He recounted activities pertaining to energy education are in full swing including having conducted eight student workshops for 1,070 students and 44 teachers, created new lessons plans, integrated the administration of "Keep Connecticut Cool" and held a 2009 contest that brought in 18 school teams with over 100 students. They also have postponed code training until the spring but are active in other code-related endeavors pertaining to green buildings and green school initiatives the latter to involve LEED standards or equivalent but, in addition, able to attain 21% energy savings over code. They have also begun to work with the technical schools to put information on high-performance buildings into the curriculum and continue working with the Connecticut State University system on the Green campus initiative. ISE has also been deeply involved in the green collar jobs initiative as there are many entities involved and they have applied to the Department of Labor for grants. Some of this may be directed toward training of Certified Energy Managers that could increase that number from 70 to100 people in two years. Shirley Bergert inquired what the certification covers. Bill Leahy explained it is a comprehensive certification of approximately 24 units concluding with a four hour exam plus on-the-job work experience.

2009 to 2010 Plans and Budgets. Ron Araujo provided a rundown of the budget expenditures as of the end of August noting expenditures approximated $24 million with project commitments at $14.4 Million and other commitments at $4.9 million. He noted they are beginning to see projects moving at a faster rate and some new projects are coming in but hope for a better result in October and said there is still $17 million in uncommitted funds. Rich Steeves inquired if the $17 million in as yet uncommitted if there is a proportional amount between the C&I versus residential sectors. Ron Araujo responded it is spread out and larger in C&I but there are uncommitted funds in all sectors. He noted they do have the flexibility to move the money within the same sector. He added they also expect $2.44 million in Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI)  funds becoming available on September 1st. (See document at http://www.box.net/shared/nxbvc6ejvl ) Pat McDonnell reported UI likes to operate the programs on a steady pace which benefits the vendors but the programs do not always operate in a linear fashion. He noted a few large projects have come in and they are catching up but there is still a need to accelerate the programs. (See document at http://www.box.net/shared/olzsss0qm4 ) Ron Araujo made a specific point that program management is not just a matter of what is being spent but to insure that they will not go over their budget at the years end. Rich Steeves pointed out that the documentation provided to the Board by the Companies was presented differently and it would be nice to have this presented in a uniform manner. Ron Araujo said they are basically the same but CL&P has used the stack bars whereas UI has not. Roger Koontz requested UI add another level of detail to match what CL&P has done but keep the 3-D bars. Some further discussion took place on providing a uniform presentation. 

2010 IRP Update. Jeff Gaudiosi recounted to the Board that Jeff Schlegel gave a great presentation pertaining to the Maximum Achievable Potential (MAP) study to the Connecticut Energy Advisory Board (CEAB). Jeff Schlegel said the presentation was about 20 minutes plus questions on assumptions and data sources made for the study. He noted they also asked advice on how to go forward. He informed the CEAB that the Department had issued a draft decision on the 2009 IRP and told them the demand response study is still under way and they hope to have it completed by the end of September. He also noted the MAP study showed it would be possible to achieve a 2.3% annual reduction in electric use if funds were committed and approximately 1.7% for natural gas which is currently at .5%. Further discussion ensued on how the report was received by the CEAB and the meaning of the outcomes of the potential studies. In regards to the DPUC's draft 2009 IRP decision, it was decided not to submit exceptions as it was understood the DPUC was standing firm on there being no near-term shortage of capacity and so no need for any additional resources. Jeff Schlegel it would basically be brought more tightly together in the 2010 IRP now underway.

Review of Goals. Jeff Schlegel noted the plan is really just a 2010 year plan with flexibility but focuses on 2010 and not on 2011 in enough detail to say it would be a two year plan. He suggested they stay with that but provide for some budget flexibility. Rich Steeves brought up  it should include policies such as the dedication of RGGI funds to go toward environmental improvements. Rick Rodrigue said they had met on this issue and it is what Gina McCarthy originally envisioned but they still need to determine which programs provide the optimal reduction in pollutants. Ron Araujo added they also see value in some of the educational aspects currently being discussed. Jeff Schlegel said the budget could go with two versions  which would show the base case and then with RGGI and other sources which might include the IRP. Further discussion ensued on details pertaining to what might be included in the budget details and speculation on what some federal legislation such as Waxman-Markey climate change legislation might have on these budgets if passed. Jeff Schlegel said they would work on long-term goals after they have determined the short-term goals and they are close on the latter but not in total agreement as of yet. He added they are close on residential lighting and HES. Glenn Reed said there is some disagreement but it is now very close to resolution though issues like the lifetimes of compact fluorescents and the introduction of specialty bulbs will raise the cost rates above those experienced for CFL's currently. Further discussion ensued on the goals with Les Tumidaj noting the goals are largely based on the past and then going forward but there have been many changes making it more difficult to determine what the base is and what will take place beyond 2010. Rich Steeves commented this is a movie, not a still picture and if it is not a radical change he would be okay with this noting the pie chart of the budget is a useful tool.

Evaluation Roadmap. Jeff Gaudiosi reminded the group this document had been put together by the Evaluation Committee and Kim Oswald, the Evaluation Consultant, and the Board has reviewed it previously on more than one occasion. Pat McDonnell suggested a friendly amendment as there is some confusion on how it works and that developing a schematic flow chart might be useful. Both Jeff Gaudiosi and Rich Steeves suggested that would be a useful tool.

Monthly Evaluation Report. Jeff Schlegel reported on the morning's presentation on the evaluation of the Ductless Heat Pump by KEMA and NMR. Rich Steeves reported he thought the results look good and asked what the next step for deploying the technology would be. Pat McDonnell said this is something before the Department presently. Rick Rodrigue would like to have a little more background on how it operates as there was some mention of the potential for condensate to be dripping on the floor which might not be popular with consumers. Ron Araujo said the presentation did not show any actual photos of the units and that might have been useful and while this is not a new technology it is largely unknown to the public. (This evaluation is available at http://www.box.net/shared/gahao55xzo )

Jeff Schlegel also mentioned the study taking place on central air conditioning. Pat McDonnell said UI had not been able to comment on that evaluation and was wondering why. Kim Oswald noted the evaluation contractor had the wrong e-mail address for UI's representative to the group. Rich Steeves reiterated the need to have the evaluation roadmap in some form of a flow chart. Kim Oswald responded it would be possible for each procedure to be put into a large schematic and they could add procedural events. Roger Koontz suggested no vote should be taken on this issue today. (The evaluation process memo is available at http://www.box.net/shared/dzde7z30aj and the monthly Evaluation Report is at http://www.box.net/shared/87mjntf46f ) 
4. Other

There being no further business, the Board was adjourned at 3:05 PM
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