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December 10, 2009

Partners of the Community Energy Savings Project

c/o Kerry O’Neill, President and CEO

Earth Markets, LLC

P.O. Box 206

Cromwell, CT 06416

RE:
Involvement of the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund as a Key Partner in the “Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program – Community Energy Savings Project” – A Proposal for a General Innovation Fund Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

To Ms. O’Neill:

The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund (CEEF)
 is pleased to have the opportunity to partner with the consortia of towns
 and Key Partners
 of the “Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program – Community Energy Savings Project” (the “Project”).  This proposal is being submitted to the US DOE in response to the competitive Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant solicitation (Funding Opportunity Announcement – DE-FOA-0000148).

The Project is a General Innovation Fund proposal creating a collaborative of leading rural, suburban, and low income communities throughout Connecticut with an original team of public, private, academic and non-profit organizations.  It will engage households to set specific, measurable goals for energy efficiency, conservation and clean energy usage, and it will provide supports to assist them in meeting these goals.  The project builds on a national DOE and EPA award-winning Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program by incorporating a unique set of energy efficiency components that include: an online platform with a Personal Energy Advisor for households, an on-the-ground Clean Energy Community Corps, financing for homeowners to undertake simple to more complex clean energy and energy efficiency installations, incentives to reward communities that achieve measurable results, and a measurement and verification program to identify best practices and improve Project components.

CEEF will provide the following support to the Project:

· CEEF administrators will work with the Project collaborative to coordinate community marketing efforts;

· CEEF will quantify its funds to be leveraged in the Project as a result of the Project’s recruitment of customers into CEEF programs; 

· CEEF will set aside $462,000, based on the total loan value of financing issued over the period of the grant, for interest rate buy-downs to be used in a loan pool administered by AFC First Financial for the purposes of financing major efficiency retrofits, contingent upon Connecticut Department of Public Utility Control approval of ECMB’s recommendation to set aside funds to pilot residential financing programs;

· CEEF will set aside up to $200,000 to be used for performance-based community incentives; and 

· CEEF-related program data for the project will be provided to the Project collaborative on a quarterly basis to allow for compliance with grant reporting requirements. 

On behalf of the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund, we look forward to collaborating on the Project.

Sincerely,
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Jeffrey R. Gaudiosi, Esq.

ECMB Chairman

� Connecticut ratepayer fund for conservation. Conn. Gen. Stat. sec. 16-245m.


� Potential town partners include Bethany, Cheshire, East Haddam, East Hampton, Glastonbury, Lebanon, Mansfield, Portland, Ridgefield, Weston, Westport, Wethersfield, Wilton, Windham, and Woodbridge. 


� AFC First Financial Corp., Clean Water Fund, Connecticut Clean Energy Fund, Earth Markets, Efficiency 2.0, MIT, SmartPower and the Student Conservation Association.





Jeffrey R. Gaudiosi, Esq., Chairman

Energy Conservation Management Board

c/o Manufacturing Alliance of Connecticut

173 Interstate Lane       Waterbury, CT 06075


