Comments Regarding Enhanced Demand-Side Management Technologies

To be Offered by Energy Efficiency Partners
From Interreligious Eco-Justice Network; Connecticut’s Interfaith Power and Light

Thank you for the opportunity to deliberate with your committee.  I will address the specific points as appropriate.

IREJN sees an opportunity for existing technologies to reach new population groups and to be further commercialized.  Since 2000, IREJN has been a market driver for clean renewable fuel technologies and conservation and efficiency practices.

We see a gap in availability of “low-hanging fruit” technologies through utility supported programs.  Right now, populations which are very poor or very demanding commercial operators are served by utility supported programs.  With rising fuel costs, we see an increased demand for energy saving ideas and installations in all sectors.  We also see that, owing to due diligence and legislative mandate, the process of accessing such services as do exist tends to suffer from delays and a general lack of timeliness.

For these reasons, we believe there is a place for new combinations of hands-on services which will bring a steady stream of skilled people to analyze for and install efficiency measures.  

Over the past three years, IREJN has put together private grants to take the first step.  From late 2005 until 2006, we trained 100 congregants in 23 parishes throughout Connecticut to analyze energy savings opportunities in their buildings.  Virtually all of the parishes have taken some of the recommended steps; several have engaged in extensive renovations which will bring their energy efficiency to a new level.  We expect to schedule 4 more classes in 2007, essentially doubling those numbers.
We would like to continue to train lay-people to identify and ameliorate electrical energy loss and waste in their parishes.  We are planning to build on this class in two ways.  We would like to create follow-up mini-sessions in hands-on installations of medium and low-skill remediations such as caulking, weatherizing windows and attic insulating.  This will build the voluntary market for conservation and begin to increase the skill base for these installations.  This will allow members of our participating congregations to take additional steps and to pull our impact over from the parish to the residential market.  We believe that this audience will be very motivated to do installations at their homes.  It is likely that they will find other opportunities to do so as part of a parish commitment to social justice.  We expect that housing facilities, soup kitchens, nursing homes and other church and community organizations might be served by our graduates. 

We believe that a small industry can arise from these efforts.  We essentially propose that a WRAP type program, such as the one offered to low-income consumers by the utility, can become a market viable operation in the private sector in the residential market.  While neither IREJN nor ECMB is in the business of starting small companies, nevertheless, we are interested in increasing the number of accessible conservation installers in the market.  We may have a seed role to play here – finding those prospective partners that can run with this ball and start an entrepreneurial venture for themselves. 

While I cannot speak to the mechanism for analyzing cost-effectiveness, we currently collect both narrative and usage-based reports from our participating parishes.  We have projected 5-20% annual energy savings for all participating parishes and similar numbers apply to a residential application.  We believe that the educational and market-driver impact of such a partnership can be very valuable. 
The program we use at IREJN is called Savings Through Energy Management (STEM). It is not preferential to electric generation.  The benefits of our program accrue to all fuel systems in a home or facility, including, and often primarily, the electric usage because of the ease of lighting change-outs.  My point is that our wider approach to energy sources is an advantage of this program in the big picture.

Thank you for your provocative questions and for your many excellent efforts in this area,

For the Interreligious Eco-Justice Network

Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kiener

P.O. Box 270147

West Hartford, CT 06127

(860) 231-8554

andrea@irejn.org

