April 7, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Wyman, State Comptroller
State of Connecticut
55 Elm Street
Hartford, Connecticut  06106 

Dear Comptroller Wyman,

I am writing to request information for the Energy Conservation Management Board to use in our planning of Natural Gas Conservation programs. 

Public Act 07-242 directs that the Natural Gas Conservation plans be funded by the growth in the utilities gross receipts tax in each fiscal year over the amount contained in the revenue estimate in the adopted state budget for that year, subject to a $ 10 million per year cap.   The actual wording in the act is as follows:
Section 115 (b): Such plan shall be funded during each state fiscal year by the revenue from the tax imposed by section 12-264 on the gross receipts of sales of all public services companies that is in excess of the revenue estimate for said tax that is approved by the General Assembly in the appropriations act for such fiscal year, provided the amount of such excess revenue that shall be allocated to fund such plan in any state fiscal year shall not exceed ten million dollars. Such excess revenue shall be deposited in an account held by the Energy Conservation Management Board, established pursuant to section 16-245m, as amended by this act. Services provided under the plan shall be available to all gas company customers. Each gas company shall apply to the Energy Conservation Management Board for reimbursement for expenditures pursuant to the plan.   

We would like to know for the current fiscal year:

· What is the dollar amount of the revenue estimate for the gross receipts of sales of all public services companies?

· Do you project that the actual amount of gross receipts of sales of all public services companies will be greater than the estimate?  If you do not know now, when would this number be available? 

· If the actual amount were higher than the estimate at the end of the fiscal year, when would those funds be available for natural gas conservation programs?

Thank you for your help in this matter, the information will help us in planning Connecticut’s conservation programs. 
