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January 5, 2009

Commissioner Michael P. Starkowski

Connecticut Department of Social Services

25 Sigourney St.

Hartford, CT 06106-5033

Re:  Plan for State Funding Low-Income Weatherization Program

Dear Commissioner Starkowski:

This is in response to a letter to Vice-Chairman Richard Steeves soliciting the Energy Conservation Management Board's (ECMB) review and recommendations to the annual Low-Income Weatherization Plan.

The ECMB thanks you and the Department of Social Services (DSS) for submitting the 2008-2009 Plan for State Funding Low-Income Weatherization Program to the ECMB pursuant to Aug. Sp. Sess. PA 08-2 § 10. We have reviewed the plan and submit the following comments and suggestions:

1) The ECMB commends DSS for its recognition that the Plan needs to maximize coordination among the numerous entities engaged in various elements of conservation assistance program delivery. This will aid in reducing administrative costs while providing a more comprehensive set of energy efficiency measures to beneficiaries. Further steps to coordinate programs should be investigated as part of an ongoing process to provide additional efficiencies and savings.

2) While the immediate cost of energy has subsided from the higher prices of 2008, the combination of greater numbers of households experiencing economic hardship and the 7% colder weather of this heating versus the preceding year, make the overall needs at least equal if not greater than those anticipated in the Special Session. 

3) One state budget proposal already advanced reduces available oil and electric energy efficiency funding by approximately $15 million. When coupled with already-limited CEEF funds for 2009 due to extraordinarily high demand in 2008, this will impair the ability of CEEF to meet conservation assistance needs for limited income households and others, unless additional supplemental funding becomes available. 

4) When at all possible without affecting life, health or safety due to timing issues, the ECMB recommends that appropriate weatherization and insulation and other building envelope measures be installed prior to sizing and installation of any recommended boiler or furnace replacement. This maximizes overall efficiency by prevention of overfiring and short cycling of the new heating unit. When this is not possible, the ECMB recommends that the heating equipment be sized for a weatherized dwelling, and that weatherization measures be installed at the earliest possible time.

The ECMB supports the DSS plan to request carry forward into the next fiscal year of any funds remaining as of June 30, 2009. In addition to the need for conservation assistance that can be funded with these dollars, they better position Connecticut to take advantage of the federal infrastructure and stimulus funding, including energy efficiency funding, expected to be available early in the Obama administration. 

We look forward to working with you on a continuing basis to provide comprehensive solutions for enhancing energy efficiency services for the low-income community.

Sincerely,
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Jeffrey Gaudiosi,

ECMB Chair

Richard W. Steeves

Vice-Chairman
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cc:  ECMB Board
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