ECMB Resolution in Support of the CMEEC 2006 

Conservation and Load Management Plan

April 11, 2006

Public Act 05-1, Section 17(c) states that: 

Such cooperative shall, annually, adopt a comprehensive plan for the expenditure of such funds by the cooperative on behalf of such municipal electric utilities for the purpose of carrying out electric conservation, investments in renewable energy sources, energy efficiency and electric load management programs funded by the charge…

Furthermore, the Act mandates that the plan:

….provide for the establishment of goals and standards for measuring the cost effectiveness of expenditures made from such fund, for the minimization of federally mandated congestion charges and for achieving appropriate geographic coverage and scope in each such service area. Such plan shall be consistent with the comprehensive plan of the Energy Conservation Management Board established under section 16-245m of the general statutes, as amended by this act. Such cooperative, annually, shall submit its plan to such board for review.

The Energy Conservation Management Board (ECMB), while anticipating further growth and refinement in future years, hereby supports the 2006 C&LM Plan put forth by the Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative (CMEEC).  Recognizing the limited planning horizon provided by the Act, demographic and geographic diversity of the municipal utilities, and the limited available funding, the Board finds the CMEEC plan to:

1) Focus the programs and services offered for effective and high-priority use of the limited funding.  The CMEEC plan does not offer the full portfolio of programs set forth in the comprehensive CEEF/C&LM plan of the ECMB, but it is not feasible to include the full portfolio given the constraints of limited funding. 

2) Provide program services generally consistent with the CEEF/C&LM services provided by CL&P and UI, as described in the ECMB plan, though some of the services are provided through a municipal cross-sector program for efficient equipment. The coordination and consistency with CEEF/C&LM programs and specific program services should increase in the future.

3) Stress efficiency in program planning and delivery, including increasing coordination and common program offerings among municipal utilities to a greater extent over time. This should also improve over time, including through the use of the CMEEC Project Manager and technical consultants who will provide consistent services across the municipal utilities.

4) Provide service to a selective number of existing commercial and industrial facilities each year with a need to more explicitly meet the needs of small businesses and new construction projects in future years. During the early years CMEEC will address the new construction projects and requests for assistance from small business customers through its C&I Existing Facility or Commercial Equipment Replacement programs.

5) Meet the high-priority residential sector needs within the limited budget, focusing on new construction, existing home retrofit, and low income needs, plus a cross-sector program for efficient lighting and appliances.

6) Leverage customer participation using the close relationships that have existed between municipal utilities and their customers.

With the understandings and areas of additional evolution and improvement in the future set forth above, the Board finds the CMEEC plan to be consistent with the comprehensive CEEF/C&LM plan of the ECMB.
 







� Sections in reduced/indented font are quotations directly from PA 05-1, An Act Concerning Energy Independence.


� The CMEEC plan did not set forth a budget for ECMB and its review activities, though CMEEC has confirmed that such reasonable costs will be paid directly by CMEEC, in addition to the total program budget described in the CMEEC plan.





