January 9, 2008
 

 

TO: 
Energy Conservation Management Board

FR:
Stepping Stones Museum for Children


     John Foster, Chairman of the Board

     Rhonda Kiest, Executive Director

     Fritz Jellinghaus, Director of Leadership Giving

Stepping Stones Museum for Children is in the early planning phase of an unprecedented five-year statewide project to help young children, their families and teachers better understand energy—what it is, how we get and use it, the need for energy efficiency, conservation and responsible stewardship, and future opportunities for innovation and invention.

We are grateful to the Energy Conservation Management Board for this opportunity to present the Energy! project for consideration of funding by the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund.

Stepping Stones is seeking funding for three core elements of the Energy! project:

1) Creation of a mini-exhibit as part of the “onething” energy conservation 

expo in October of 2008 (estimated cost: $500,000)

2) Statewide post-expo tour of the mini-exhibit to schools, libraries, 

community centers and other sites (cost to be determined)

3) Creation of the main Energy! exhibit at Stepping Stones that will serve 

as the anchor for the five-year statewide project, and all

related on-site, school and community outreach

educational programming (estimated cost: $3 million) 

Unique statewide project 
Elementary-age school children are the new frontier of change in energy use: parents frequently report new efficiencies in the home, transportation, even the workplace, as a result of their children’s questions and requests. Educating young children to be responsible about energy will impact household, business and community behavior.

Stepping Stones Energy! project will include a comprehensive, multi-faceted educational program over five years, including: state touring mini-exhibit; museum anchor exhibit; on-site, school and community outreach educational programs; educational collaborations with organizations like the Department of Environmental Protection, Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Connecticut Academy of Science & Engineering, etc. The estimated $3-4 million project will go into development in early 2008 and is expected to be launched in late 2009.

Encouraging healthy choices and environmental stewardship

Given the emergence of so many energy-related issues and Connecticut's national  leadership in energy efficiency, the time is right to engage young children in understanding energy and what constitutes energy efficient healthy choices for individuals, organizations, communities and society. In addition, we want to inspire children to be creative and imagine what innovations and inventions the future might hold. As a children’s museum, Stepping Stones can have a meaningful impact on what children, and their families, know and the choices they make when it comes to consuming energy because museum learning experiences engage children in self-directed, hands-on, interactive, play-driven games and activities. 

Partnering with statewide organizations 

Stepping Stones Energy! project presents extensive and robust opportunities for public and private organizations in Connecticut to collaborate with the museum on the content of the exhibit and related school and community educational programs, as well as on the museum's comprehensive Open Arms outreach initiatives for underserved audiences. 

Museum Board and staff have already initiated conversations with numerous organizations, including the Department of Environmental Protection, the Senate Energy & Technology Committee, the Connecticut Academy of Science & Engineering, Yale and UCONN, Governor Rell’s “onething” campaign team, the Connecticut Science Teachers Association, the Office of Policy & Management, The Science Center, Connecticut Public Broadcasting, as well as senior executives at leading companies in all energy sectors. See the attached list of those who have thus far shared their ideas and support for the Energy! project. Through such partnerships, the Energy! project will heighten awareness and influence behavior among millions of Connecticut children and families.

Stepping Stones and CEEF

Stepping Stones and the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund have a strong history of creative collaboration, notably through the CEEF-funded current exhibit Connect It! Conserve It!  In addition, CL&P’s Conservation & Load Management team has collaborated with the museum on successful energy efficiency programs during the museum’s popular monthly Open Arms Get Into It! FREE evenings.

   
Energy! project components

Anchor exhibit at Stepping Stones attracting upwards of 225,000 annual visitors 

Interactive, hands-on exhibit with unique game/activity learning experiences
Onsite gallery explorations educational programs, parent workshops, etc.
Statewide school educational programs and materials

Statewide community partnerships and outreach
“onething” energy conservation expo (October 2008, Hartford)


Stepping Stones mini-exhibit for Expo

Coordination of expo educational programming with The Science Center

Mini-exhibit statewide tour, 2008-2011

Potential replication of anchor exhibit for national tour

Funding sources: public-private partnership, $3-4 million
State of Connecticut

Federal government

State and national foundations

State and national corporations

Individuals

Income received to date (R&D): $197,000
The Foster Family Fund

Jonathan Farber and Anna Czekaj Farber

Andrew and Mychal Ertel

Energy Income Partners, LLC

Ward Glassmeyer

Next steps

In the first half of 2008, Stepping Stones education and exhibit staff will convene workshops of important project stakeholders—hundreds of energy experts, parents, children, educators, community leaders—to brainstorm ideas for project content. By June, if 50 percent of total funding is in hand or pledged, the museum will engage a top national exhibit design firm to explore exhibit ideas. At the same time, museum staff will work with scholars, journalists, educators and writers to frame the educational text for the exhibit, programs and materials, producing concept papers and interpretive plans. 
Stepping Stones Museum for Children

Energy! Project Contacts

Sara Aitken-Hjort
Dominion Millstone Power Station

Dean Andrews

Bank of America

Ron Araujo

Northeast Utilities

Evan Ard

Evolution Markets

Sandy Bria

GE Commercial Finance

Joan Briggs

MissionPoint Capital Partners

Leigh Buckens

CIT Energy

Scott Case

Directhelp.com

Mike Collins

Northeast Utilities

Peter Crumbine

Sempra Commodities 

Bob Duff

Senate Energy & Technology Committee

Jeff Durham

Lang/Durham

Scott Elrod

Xerox's Palo Alto Research Center (PARC)

Andy Ertel

Evolution Markets

Jonathan Farber
Lime Rock Partners

John Foster

NGP Energy Capital Management

Brian Garcia

Yale Center for Business and the Environment

Pete Gioia

CBIA

Joel Gordes

Environmental Energy Solutions

Anup Jacob

Virgin Fuels

Laurel Kohl

Institute for Sustainable Energy

Ken Koprowski

GE, Energy Financial Services

George Krakat

GE Energy

Lisa Lettieri

Fuel Cell Energy, Inc.

Evan Lovell

Texas Pacific Group

Paul Mazzarulli

Evolution Markets

Pat McCloskey

Evolution Markets

John Mengacci

Connecticut Office of Policy and Management

Jim Motavalli

E/The Environment Magazine
Jim Murchie

Energy Income Partners, LLC

Jack Neafsey

SunCo 

Adam Ney

CBIA

Scott Phillips

Lone Pine Capital

John Rountree

Westport Solar Consultants

John Ruckes

Connecticut Office of Policy and Management

Tom Santa

Santa Energy

Dennis Schain

CT Department of Environmental Protection

Gus Serra

GE

Rob Simmons

Connecticut Office of the Business Advocate

Kit  Smith

University of Connecticut

Mary Spruill

NEED (National Energy Education Development)

Lynn Stoddard

Connecticut DEP's Climate Change Education Committee 

Claire Sullivan

Westinghouse Electric Co.

Chris Swan
 
Northeast Utilities

Bob Wall

Connecticut Innovations

Mike Wallace

Knight Advisors

Maggie Wisniewski
Noble Environmental Power

