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157 Church Street

P.O. Box 1564
New Haven, CT 06506-0901

203.499.2000





January 7, 2009

Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT  06106
RE:
Ratepayer Funded Conservation Programs

Dear:

I am writing to you today regarding funding for the Conservation and Load Management (CLM) Programs operated by The United Illuminating Company and The Connecticut Light and Power Company (the Companies).  These Programs are important tools to assist our customers in managing their energy costs in these difficult times.

The Companies, working in collaboration with other stakeholders on the Energy Conservation Management Board (ECMB), have developed and implemented a set of programs which are regarded as some of the best programs of their kind in the nation.  The investments that have been made by ratepayers in these Programs yield a return in energy savings of 4 dollars on every dollar invested.  These programs also create a significant number of jobs for Connecticut residents by providing the services needed to procure and install efficiency measures.  The investments in energy efficiency also play an important role in reducing air emissions in Connecticut.  The programs annually avoid in excess of 2 million tons of carbon dioxide.  These Programs also provide future capacity savings that is included as a resource by the Independent System Operator (ISO). 

These efforts have been hampered by previous diversions of funding from the programs to the Connecticut General Fund.  I am writing today to ask you to not allow these important efforts to be sidetracked again due to the budget difficulties facing Connecticut today.  These nationally recognized programs are a vitally important part of Connecticut’s energy infrastructure and should be preserved and supported.  The funding for these programs is not a budget item and is not State tax revenue. Unlike the energy conservation programs of other energy providers in our state, which are funded by State taxes, the electric energy conservation programs are paid by electric ratepayers.  Diverting the funds would function as another tax on electric consumers.  

Again, we ask you to avoid and oppose another diversion of the Conservation and Load Management Fund for deficit reduction purposes.

 Should you have any questions, please contact me at (203) 499-2032.  You may also contact Carlos Vazquez, UI’s Sr. Director of Government Relations at 203-499-2825.

Very truly yours,
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Anthony Marone

Vice President of Client Services 

The United Illuminating Company

cc:  (Committee Members) C. Donovan, L. Fasano, J. Fonfara, M. Looney, J. McKinney, V. Nardello, D. Williams, S. Williams, K. Witkos

(State Representatives) A. Ayala Jr., T. Backer, V. Candelora, J. Candelaria, C. Caruso, C. Clemons Jr., T. Conroy, S. Dargan, P. Davis, P. Dillon, T. Drew, L. Esposito Jr., E. Esty, K. Fawcett, S. Fontana, L. Gentile, A. Grogins, J. Harkins, J. Hennessy, T. Hwang, T. Klarides, B. Lambert, M. Lawlor, R. Megna, L. Miller, T.R. Rowe, R. Roy, E. Santiago, J. B. Sharkey, C. Staples,  J. Stripp, P. Villano, T. Walker, G. Winfield
 

(Senators) J. Crisco Jr.,  D. Debicella, L. Fasano, E. Gomes, T. Harp, M. Looney, J. McKinney, E. Meyer, A. Musto, G. Slossberg
 

